cither, there needs no other coercion than the due execution of the laws already established by Parliament.
3. If any attempt be made to alter the discipline of our Church, although it be not an essential part of our Religion, yet it is so necessary not to be rashly altered, us the very substance of Religion will be interessed in it: Therefore I desire you before any attempt be made of an innovation by your means, or by any intercession to your Master, that you will first read over, and his Majesty call to mind, that wise and weighty Proclamation, which himself penned, and caused to he published in the first year of his reign, and is prefixed in print before the Book; of Common Prayer (of that impression) ; in which you will find so prudent, so weighty reasons, not to hearken to innovations, as will fully satisfy you that it is dangerous to give the least ear to such innovators, but it is desperate to be misled by them: But to settle your judgment, mark but the admonition of the wisest of men, King Solomon, Prov. xxvii. 21. My son, fear Crod and the, King, and meddle not with those who are given to change.
II. Next, touching the Laws (wherein I mean the Common Laws of England) I shall be the more sparing to speak, because it is my profession; but thus much I shall say with confidence, that if they be rightly administered, they are the best, the equalest in the world between the Prince and People ; by which the King hath the justest Prerogative, and the People the best liberty ; and if at any time there be an unjust deviation, Hominis est mtium non professionis. But that it may in all things have a fairer proceeding, let the King take a care, and as much as in you lies do you take care for him, tbat the Judges of the Law may be always chosen of the learnedst of the profession (for an ignorant man cannot be a good Judge) and of the prudentest and discreetest, because so great a part of the Civil Government lies upon their charge ; and, indeed, little should be done in legal con-
